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Many of you have probably seen the new signal operation at the intersections of Back Beach 

Road and Hills Road and Back Beach Road and Nautilus Street.  This new type of signal is 

called a Flashing Yellow Arrow or FYA and is being used around the country to enhance the 

efficiency and safety of traffic signals.  Bay County Traffic Engineering in conjunction with the 

Florida Department of Transportation will be installing more flashing yellow arrow signals in the 

coming year.  

²Ƙȅ ǳǎŜ ŀ ƅŀǎƘƛƴƎ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ŀǊǊƻǿΚ 

The flashing yellow arrow provides two major 

improvements to the operation of a traffic 

signal.  First and foremost, this type of signal 

is safer than the normal signal that allows 

drivers to turn left on a green ball.  Studies 

completed by the Federal Highway 

Association have shown a reduction in 

crashes at flashing yellow arrow 

intersections.  The flashing yellow arrow 

provides a strong distinction between when 

vehicles can make a protected turn in front of 

oncoming traffic and when the driver must 

yield to oncoming traffic. 

Additionally, a flashing yellow arrow 

increases the efficiency of a traffic signal.  

The flashing yellow arrow allows traffic 

engineers to adjust the sequence of a traffic 

signal by putting the protected left turn (green 

arrow) at the beginning or end of the light 

sequence.  This allows for better coordination 

of traffic signals making it easier to get 

vehicles from one end of the roadway to the 

other with fewer or no stops.                                                        

Ý  Flashing Yellow Arrow Traffic Signal  

Continued on p2... 
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Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ǿƻǊƪΚ 

¶ The flashing yellow arrow shows four different arrows 

which are explained below: 

¶ Red Arrow ï Just like the current signal operation, this 

arrow means stop and no turn is allowed. 

¶ Yellow Arrow - This arrow also functions just like the 

current signal operation.  This arrow tells the driver to 

prepare to stop or complete your turn if you are in the 

intersection. 

¶ Flashing Yellow Arrow ï This arrow means left turns are 

allowed but the driver must yield to oncoming traffic and 

pedestrians.  Oncoming traffic has a green light. 

¶ Green Arrow ï This arrow tells the driver to make a left 

turn.  Oncoming traffic is stopped and it is safe to turn. 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǊŀŶŎ  ǎƛƎƴŀƭǎΣ 

ǎƛƎƴǎ ŀƴŘ  ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΣ  Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ 

.ŀȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ¢ǊŀŶŎ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜΥ  ƘǧǇΥκκ

ǿǿǿΦōŀȅŎƻǳƴǘȅƅΦƎƻǾκǘǊŀŶŎΦǇƘǇ 

Flashing  Arrowé cont.  

 

 

 

 

Bob Majka and Ken Schnell  

will be hosting ñCoffee Chatò Wednesday, February 15
th
 at 7:00 a.m.  

at Majette, in the Roads and Bridges Crew Assembly Area.  

This gathering is open to all county departments and  

employees who are interested in sharing their ideas and  

give input to Bob and Ken.   

The coffee and donuts are on us!  

http://www.baycountyfl.gov/traffic.php
http://www.baycountyfl.gov/traffic.php
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Now, this is what we call thinking outside the (sand)box! 

Bay County  

Fire Rescue  

uses unique 
techniques for 
confined space 
trainingé  

 

A-Sh i f t  Capta in  Gabe 
Moschella and Firefighters 
Sean McGann and Jake 
Keeney certainly found a unique 
way to get in some training. 

 

These pictures show the 
firefighters practicing confined 
space training. The firefightersô 
masks are blacked out to mimic 
real-world fire scene conditions. 

Training like this prepares 
firefighters for situations like a 
structure collapse. 

 

"Different techniques are used 
for different obstacles," said 
Captain Moschella. "Each 
obstacle has its own technique 
to accomplish the course. 
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All in a day's work . . . or in this case, play! 


